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I was talking to some of the children today who said they still have 

some  their Easter eggs left which is eggceptionally well controlled. I 

have not participated in eating chocolate as I thought that I had done 

seven weeks and I will keep going however I do have moments of ‘I 

want some chocolate!’ I really hope that you had a lovely Easter. It was 

so nice seeing family and friends and was even better when the sun 

was kind to us. A little challenging when it was so cold! I was speaking 

to my Mum and mentioned to her that I think this is the coldest April I 

could remember and I know that we have had flurries of snow before 

but not this cold for so long. However she remembered an April where 

it snowed and snowed and snowed! I am hoping that the lovely 

sunshine warms a little more over the coming days.  

Still on the subject of Easter, I thoroughly enjoyed seeing all the 

creative Easter contributions and have today awarded winners and 

runners up for each of the categories. All the children will receive a 

little certificate for participating. Thank you so much for sending in 

your pictures. I was doing some research and actually Easter is the time 

of year where families and children do more art and craft activities 

then any other time of the year. I also hope that you enjoyed Mr 

Andre’s holiday activity sheet. If you do have any photos of the 

completed activities please send them in and we will Dojo them for 

everyone to see.  

 

Mr Andre is also going to create a Bi-weekly Maths Newsletter with 

lots of ideas to support Maths learning at home. This is because the 

area that we feel has been most impacted is the children’s confidence 

and ability to manipulate number and pattern so we are having a big 

push on Maths, which includes...a Rock Star Timestable Launch on 

Friday 7th May. This coincides with the NSPCC Number Day and 

World Space Day but we are going to ask if the children can come 

dressed in school as a Rock Star. We will then launch the rock star 

programme with the children that can be used both at home or in 

school. It has proven to be very successful in other schools so we 

thought we would give it a go too. We have also booked a staff training 

for Tuesday 31st August on maths too so that we are up to date with 

all the latest approaches that can be implemented in school. As our 

focus is on maths were are also going to be sending home a survey 

asking about your own maths skills and how we can best support you 

and your children both at home and at school. I know which rock star 

I am going to try to be and I hope you have fun thinking of which rock 

star you will come in dressed as on Friday 7th May.  

 

On Monday next week clubs start for all year groups and swimming. 

We are going to be having a big focus on things we can now do; we 

can now swim, have clubs, play sports so look out for the focus on 

what we can do rather than what we cannot. This includes tours of 

the school and visitors in school. Our first visitor is going to be Jamie 

from Talk For Writing who is coming down to do some work with the 

teachers on Friday 23rd April and a training day on Saturday 24th 

April. The focus on Talk for Writing has been so beneficial this year 

and supported the children with their oracy and also their writing 

skills, so the next part of this training will enhance our skills to plan 

effective Talk For Writing for all the children through fiction and non 

fiction text. It will be so nice that it is not on Zoom!  

The children have been amazing this week and have settled back 

into school and learning brilliantly. We know that COVID is still going 

to impact and we still have to be vigilant in hands, face and space and 

by following the guidance. In school, the Team are up to nearly 95% 

vaccinated which is really positive and will hopefully keep the impact 

of COVID to a minimum.  

We have seen an increase in children booking their lunches in their 

classroom rather than online. Please can families book and pay 

online in advance. This enables us to have accurate numbers and not 

create lunch debt for our families. We are working really hard to 

reduce the debt to the school and would like your support in this as 

our budget continues to be impacted by different changes to funding. 

We do have payments due this week including swimming and all the 

clubs. We have just had confirmation that we can begin Sailing again 

at UKSA (another can do focus!) and details will go out to our current 

Year 5 shortly. We are trying also to see if our Year 6 could have a 

test the water session at UKSA as they missed out on Watersports last 

year due to lockdown. Fingers crossed! I also have fingers crossed for 

France, however we are looking at alternatives in the UK too and 

again I will update you as soon as I have any news to share.  

Lots of our new children will receive the news tomorrow that they 

will be joining us in September. We are so excited to welcome our 

new children and families to the school and we are already busy 

planning next year including transitions, trips, topics and lots of ‘can 

do’ things for the future.  

Finally, you will receive the information regarding this term’s focus 

which is ‘Written in Stone’, a home learning grid and a year group 

newsletter for your information. The children have been very excited 

about the learning this term especially the focus on ancient 

civilisations. I think I feel like an ancient civilian sometimes!  

Have a lovely weekend, the sun is shining and the temperature is 

creeping up slowly. Have fun! Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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What’s going on this week? 

The Royal Voluntary Service (RVS) has recently marked one year since the 
NHS Volunteer Responders scheme launched. More than 1 million volun-
teers signed up, when the public were encouraged to help the health ser-
vices as it dealt with the increased demand due to the pandemic. 

Main question: 

Should everyone volunteer in their spare time? 

This week’s debate... 

Last week’s  Answer: 

C 

 

 

Friday 16th April – Written in Stone Week 2 

Monday 19th April— Swimming and Clubs start  

Wednesday 21st April— Year 1 Ballet in School 

Friday 30th April— Written in Stone Week 3 

Monday 3rd May— Bank Holiday—School  

        closed 

Friday 7th May— NSPCC Number Day— 

    Rock Star Dress Up 

Thank you so much to the Grove Family 

and other families for your kind gifts for 

Team Lanesend staff. 

Gentle Reminder:  Please remember to log on 

and pay for any outstanding Clubs or         

Swimming payments on your child’s School 

Money account or by phoning the office on   

293 233. Thank you.  
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All school lunches need to be pre-booked and paid for 

in advance on your child’s School Money account and 

you can place a credit on your child’s account to enable 

you to access lunches as and when your child wants 

them. You can do this by logging onto your child's 

School Money account or by phoning the office on 

293233 and one of our Office Angels will help you. 

Thank you for your support. 

We have received this fantastic Sport Award 

from the Isle of Wight Sports Foundation for last 

Academic Year. Well done Team Lanesend! 
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This week’s Thoughtful Thursday 

challenge set by Reception       

children is to have a day of no          

complaining. Let us know how you 

get on! 

Our Easter Competition Winners were: 

Dexter Taylor for best Cake, Jenson 

McLaughlin for best Decoration, Colby 

Wareham and Ry Cooper-Howarth for 

best Garden, Annabelle Taylor for best 

Bonnet and Stanley Boyle for Innovation. 

Well done!  
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